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The Rt Hon Ernest Bevins Pete fet Jog 

Secretary of State for Forel: PbS 42. lad f 

whe Foreign office. A ; oe ; i3f 
LONDON. eSolisele ON NALA LL IEA OCLC LER Inte Nt 


: 5 DAT. QaTt omer 1 ; ther ED 
Pies PALLSTINE AND THE JEWISH PROBLEM. BRR 


I trust you wiil parden me for approaching 
you on this subject, but having some knowledge of this problem 
and having studied it for some years I wish to make a suggestion 
for a new approach te the whcle questione 

4 I do not think thers will be any final 
solution cf the Palestine problem until we treat it in exactly 
the same way as we treat all cther vountries, but allowing the 
inhabitants a free expression of opinion as to how they shall be 
governed, we went to great lengths to ses that this was done 
in Greece, Poland and other Countries, and it appears to me that 
this is really the only solution that a Country which believes in 
democracy can offer, incidentally this meve is implied in the 
Mandate we hold for Pelestine, that we should raise it to an 
independent State, not a Jewish State ag the 4ionists ask for, 
fhe famoug Balfour Declaration did not promise them a Jewish 
State, but only a home in Palesrine, this has already be established 
for them, a cultural end sviritual home has been already made in 
Palestine for.the Jews. 

The Balfour Declaration was never designed 
to solve the problems of 1947, in the very nature of things it 
was impossible to forsee the magnitude of the question as it now 
stands, and if Palestine were given its independencs and had a 
representative Govermnent it would no doubt be greatly Arab as 
they still pemeain the bulk of the population. 

. with regard to the Jews in Central Europe, 
this is a different question, and one which cannot be s:' lived in 
Palestine, this 1s a Europesn problem, and the Arabs should not be 
expected to sclve it for use | 

with these disnoleced Jews in Central Europe 
I have great sympathy, having been a frisoner of War myself I can 
appreciate their feelings, snd it is to be deplored that the 
Jewish Agency is trying to use them as a lever fo» their own 
benefit, ani has no real sympathy with these Jews, many of the 
present Jewish Agency appear to be only political adventurers 
who are prepared to use tnese unfortunete Jews to help them gain 
power. 

lay I suggest that 4 great offer such as was 
made to the Gionists in 1904 by Mr Joseph Uhamberlain would have a 
great effect in solving this question, I of course refer to the 
offer that the Jews take over British East Africa and build a home 
for themselves under the British Flag, and it is te be deplored 
that this great offer was turned down, if we could come forward 
with a really generous offer to tske the disnlaced Jews in Central 
Europe and open up Kenya for them, it would solve this very big 
question, and incidentally would deprive the Zionists of their 
favourate argument that the only s.lution of the displaced Jews 
is in Palestine, 

Iound:rstand that there is a scheme on fcot 
for opening up Kenya for further Agricultural products, if this 
scheme could be coupled with a great offer to the displaced 
Jews it would be the making of that vountry, es the Jews have 
demonstrated in Palestine that given the opportunity they are 
capable of making gcod, and it would be a great asset to the 
British Umpire. 

i am aware that there are many difficulties 
in the way of my scheme, but I sugrest that the difficulties are 
by no means as great as if we try to partition Palestine in favour 
of the Jews, and in any case we are only offering to the Jews what is 
our own, and no Vountry can quarrel with this proposal, the Jewish 
Agency would no deubt fight against it, but it anpears we have taken 
too much notice of the Jewish Agency and not enough notice of the 
displaced Jews, who have no home, and no prospect of any, a great 


hearted action of this kind would greatl stren then our hands in 
the international sphere, and among all honest Boop @ everywhere 
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EHF woud be appreciated as a really great move to settle thig 
“" question ance and for all. 


prospect of .making a 
né, “nd to do it gracefully 
part of cur first Socislist 
Government. 
tam greatly concerned over the whole question, 
having studied it for some Years, and delivered lectures on this 
question, I feel that we owe to the Jews more that we usually 
admit, and as in all Christian acts a great act of this kind would 
bring its own good, and would eventually be a quisting effect in 
the middle East, and also be a preliminary to a general settlement 
of Central Lurope, much of this may scund fantastic, but on 
reflection it is not more go that meny of the suggestions made in 
the several Commissions which have reported on Palestine in the 
lest 25 Years. 
| I sincerely trust that you will consider this 
etter of mine, it is an honest attempt to bring daylight into 
very complicated oroblem, which shows signs of being an 
nternational affair, and if I can or have in any way contributed 
c a solution of this question I shall be most pleased, as I have 
great admiration for the Jews, and having suffered myself from 
war and uncertainty I feel that anyone who can help these 
unfortunate people should make an effort to AO S06 
Finally I am aware that many peonle consider 
that Palestine should be kept as a Suard to the Suez Canal, but 
cur slandate states we have to raise it to an independent State, 
and in any case as we are searching for security, the finest wet 
to acheive this is to make friends, ani friendship with both the 
Arabs an. the Jews would be greatly hastened by a move of the 
sort l have susgested. 
Ll remain, Sir. 


301440 GY003Y JITENd 


~:a0uaLafay 


Your obedient servante 


3 Vah Hall 


i 


“391340 GY0034 


JIT8Nd JHL JO NOISSIWH3d LNO 
THLIM ATIWOLHdVYDOLOHd G39NG0Y day 


NOGNOT 
38 OL LON - HdVYDOLOHd LHDIYAdOD 


i 1 4 rm“ é 

Xxoom 108, Park manor, a 

Babson Institgte of Business, 
Babson Park 57, Npaga chusektss 0.S.A. 
December 5, 1946 AN 1947 


Foreign Minister Bevin, 
Foreign Office, 
London, England. 


391440 G4003Y 217aNd | 


Dear Mr. Bevin: 


The question of England's stake in 
taken the fore recently in the press of the United States, and 
many plans for the settlement of the dispute have been presented. 


| As yet, I have been unable to find a definite program which has 


the Palestine crisis has 


~:a0uaLa fay 


been outlined which shows what the policy of your government 


is on the question. 
‘ould you be willing to send me any information on the subject 


shich would answer such questions as: 


Jhat is Britain's presen policy in tris matter? 

“hat plans have you considered to try to settle the dispute? 

Vhat are your couments on these plans? 

chat has been the reactzon on Palestine, 
of the actions which you have taa«en 
the question? 

What are your greatest difficulties which face you in trying 
to solve the problem? 


and the world, 
to try to settle 


The information which you give me will be used purely for 
not be given out for publication or for 


academic purposes, and w.ll 

purposes Of private profit. It will be used in a series of debstes 
which the debating society of this school is to undertake in 1947 
with the largest colleges and universities in the United States. 
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me, or 


Any other information which you might be able to give 
any other literature which would help me understand your position, 


would be greatly appreciated. 
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Very truly yours, 
(blur ws Deeb 


ALBEAT “W. DECAEL, 
President, badson institute Debating Society. 


~ 1070 Ocean View Avenue 
: Brooklyn 24, New York 
| MZ ah: se . December 19, 1946 
8 JAN 1947 
Foreign Minster Ernst ‘Bev 
10 Downing Street 
London, England 


7 


My dear Sir: DU ee a ceireeeiey 


For many months there has been strife and choas in Palestine. 
During this time many British and Jewish persons have been kill- 
ed. The situation has embarrassed your country extremely, and 
the country is on the verge of civil war. To save your country 
greater embarrassment I advise you to turn over to the United 
Nations Organization the Trusteeship of Palestine. 


Yours truly, 
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182, SEDGECOMBE AVENUE, 
KENTON, HARROW, 
MIDDLESEX. 
January 6th.1°47,. 


Phe AXt,Hon,urnest Bevin, ii,P, 


Foreign iiinister, House of Commons, INDE KE 
PALESTINE AND POLITICS, 


Owing to the increasing gravity of the situation in 
Palestine I desire to call your attention to certain evidence, 
usually ignored, which it may be imperative to take into 
account, if we are to attempt to solve the problem, created by 
the Mandate,and to place the whole matter in its historic 
setting, 


sO far as I am aware we have no great Hastern scholars in 
the House of Commons, The scholarship of the past is thrust info 
the background, I have called the attention of certain Labour 
embers of the present House, as well as that of wr,Churchill, 
sr.Anthony Eden and others, to the fact that there is little 
conclusive scientific evidence which tends to prove that the 
Jews, as a highly-civilized race, such as were the Egyptians, 
Hitbites, Assyrians, and other Hastern races, ever existed in 
the land they now claim,for some thousands of years. If they 
did not so exist, then, outside the Mandate, they have no legal 
claim to Palestine. I do not wish to be referred to such 


hypothetical data as those of the Pool of Siloam,or to the 
"coins" of the Maccabeg@s whose dates aw.quite unknown. In legal 
matters we must have proved evidence, not guesswork, 


Governing races are usually ignorant of the people they 
govern; we British are no exception to that rule. We xnow nothing 
of tneir social life. A former servant of the Crown, the late 
Sir Richard Burton, one of our greatest Arabic scholars, considered 
it a"dissrace that our Rulers should rule so many million 
Kasterns, and be as ignorant of them as if they lived ina 
far-away planet." Burton was speaking particularly of the Arabs 
Of nis day. It is vital to taxe into account the charatter of a 
people, and, of those, not the men who shout the loudest. 

The fact that rich Jews want little or nothing to do with their 
co-religionists,who are parading under the Zionist flag, appears 
to nave little influence in the right direction iff framing a 
o0licy for Near Kast problems. To «now a peOple you must live 

as they live; you must understand their past as well as their 
present; but we pass our verdicts without Knowing either, — 


As there are Arabs and Arabs so are there Jews and Jews, 
In England as well as elsewhere the refined Jew, lixe the 
refined Arab, is a gentleman; but there are those who are not 
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eos have a strong political "pull." jyhatJ, asked 

r, Chaim Weizmann, where are your Zionists ? He declared he 
trembled"lest the Pritish Government asked him "What is this 
Zionist Organization ?" Why should Dr. Weizmann tremble. ?: 
Would our embers of the House of Commons lixewise "tremble" if 
they Knew all the facts and understood the Near East before tney 
nanufactured laws to govern it + 


enemy / 


I have referred to Sir Richard Burton who, it is declared, 


nad"the impolitic habit of telling political truths"; /found fron [me 


long experience that the Jew was the deadly enemy of all manxind. 
Burton referred, of course, to his contact with them in syria and 
elsewhere, His verdict may be true or it may be false: that depends 
on the evidence. I quote :"The Jews fierce passions and fiendish 
cunning, combined with abnormal powers of intellect, with intense 
Vitality and with a persistency of purpose which the world has 
rarely seen, and whetted moreover by a keen thirst for blood 
engendered by defeat and subjection, combined to make him the 
deadhy/of all manxind,whilst his unsocial and iniquitous Oral law 
contributed to inflame his wild lust for pelf and to justify the 
crimes suggested by spite and superstition." Ts that terrible 
verdict true or is it false ? If it be false it must be reversed, 


In justice let us turn to Scotland Yard, to the Criminal 
Investiszation Department, After some thirty years! police service 
Devective Inspector Sveengytold us that cews often behave with 
positive arrogance and contempt towards the English. The principal 
srievance against the Jew is that whole streets pass into his 
hands; the bulx of young men being those wno have run away from 
tielir own country because they would have to serve it. They nave 
a low underhanded way of doing things and pass their Lives ina 
filthy condition, They are aggressive and hostile to the people 
whose country gives them shelter, and are fond of ma.ing money 
oy fraudulent panxruptcies. Gambling dens in the Hast End were 
unxnown oefore they came. 75 ,5 of adulteration of food stuffs is 
traceable to then, iJost receivers of stolen joods are foreigners, 


Once more, one asxvs, is that verdict true or false ?Tnat 
also must be set aside if untrue and not justified by fact. 
HSurton gave his verdict to the world nearly fifty years ago; 
that of Sweeney was "broadcast" in i¢04. Ave the conditions, to 
woich both scholar and police inspector refer being reproduced in 
Palestine now ? If Parliament does not face the facts in a practical 
way the facts may face oe ia are oaid to serve,in ancther way. 


‘391440 Gy0934u 


JI18Nd 3HL 30 NOISSIWY3d LNO 
“HLIM ATIWOIHdVYDOLOHd G39NGOY day 


NOGNO1 


301430 GQY003Y 91T8Nd 


-~:a0uaLa fay 


38 OL LON - HdVYDOLOHd LHD IYAdOD 


ce ed ray 


Sujet Paleatine 


Seoretary ef «LA DERNIERE CHARITE> 


| CYMED or W. SEDLAR, Jerusaiom P.O. 8. 1356 
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Foreign Offic a, Downi ng Street I0 London, 


Mon cher Secretaire, 


Le Premier jour de la CONFBRENGCB SUR 


LA PALESTIN & aoit “pratiquement™ étre mervee 


eu rebresentant de le @ DERNIERE CHARTTE " et de la Police 


Internationale XXERRHEGRRN “SECURITY” , 
Elie doit se tenira “huis clos” et & lamelle 


n’anssisteront Pas ni les Arabeds ni les Juifs ni leurs services 


ad’ informati ona, 


Les OpganiSateurs de cette Conférence pourront 


ensuite Si nécessaire,pendre trois jours a reflechir et a 


Prendra la aéci sion, asi la Conférence le 24 Janvier ovu,,.. doit - 


etre ouverte ou Perméea, 


Il ya une “unique solution" sur la Palestine et 


1ié étroitement avec le monde entier,une solution d’une haute 


et extreme d“imzortance et laquelle seppsartieat uni qwement a 


la DERNIERE CHARITE et laquelle Par é@evoir, doit la Drésenter 


le Prenier jour de L’ ouverture Provisoire de la Conférence et 


ensuite présengter Par les 


nux Arabes et cux Jvuifé6, ,, 


autorités de la Grande Bretame 


a 
et n la Dresse, 


,; S3BDLAR Willian . 
revresentant de la Derniere Charité 


¢ 
Sacre’ A DERNIERE CHARITEs 


DLAR, Jerusalem P.O. B. 1356 | a 
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Dear Chancery, 
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ee 


ve enclose 


addressed to 


Please send a suitable 


acknowledgment if you think fit. 
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| Dear Chancery, 
7 We enclose copies of 2 | 
| etters addressed to the Frime 
ee Minister by Ronald Powers of y | 
EOS RE a NN Oe New York and Frances i. Schmidt : 
ee ee ee of Chicago. ! 
Please send a tuiteable | 
| acxnowledsment if you think fit. 
: Yours ever, 
7 Eastern Department. memo 
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Your telegram No. 77. 


~:aduaLafay 


Immediately on his return from Basle Rabbi Silver 
got into touch with me from Cleveland and said that he 
wished to see me before making any public statement on 
the Basle Congress. He is now coming to Washington to 
see me here on Monday morning, On Monday evening he is 
to make what he deseribes as his "report to the nation" 
at a large public meeting at Madison Square Garden in 


New York, This statement will ,presumably constitute an 
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important declaration of Zionist policy, He says that 
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he proposes to keep an open mind about the contents of 


his statement until after he has seen me, 
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ae af Gidink it would be unwise not to respond to 
this initiative on Silver's part. In the absence of 
instructions from you I propose merely to listen to what 
he has to say. Should you feel however that I should 
give him any advice or indication of the policy and 
intentions of His Majesty's Government, I should be 
grateful for immediate instructions by telegraph before 


Monday morning. 
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Lord Inverchapel : | 
No. 19 D. 4045 pm. 3rd January, 1947 
3rd January, 1927 Re 10.00 p.m. 3rd January, 1947 
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immediately on his return from Basle Kabbi Silver 
got into touch with me from Cleveland and said that he 
wished to see me before making any public statement on 
the Basle Congress. He is now coming to Washington to 
see me here on Monday morning. 
to make what he describes as his "report to the nation" 
at a large public meeting at Madison Square Garden in 
New York, This statement will presumably constitute an 
important declaration of Zionist policy. He says that 
he proposes to keep an epen mind about the contents of 
his statement until after he has seen me. 

2. i think it would be unwise not to respond to 
this initiative on Silver's part. In the absence of 
instructions from you I propose merely to listen to what 
he has to say. Should you feel however that I should 
give him any advice or indication of the policy and 
intentions of His Majesty's Government, I should be 


grateful for immediate instructions by telegraph before 


Monday mornings 
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On Monday evening he is 
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Celonial Office, 
Downing Street, 
S.W1. 


4th January, 1947, 


SECRET anne 


ve Jal | 46) Hage a2 


< @ 
Fegsaene 


3 
¥) Kit a Beng ONY EAL SE LUNE TTI nptetrnemimantennmmssene* 

A ‘— ;: 
CAL J “D 


We received this morning a copy of 
Lord Inverchapel's telegram No,19 of the 3rd 
of January regarding his coming interview with 
Dr. Silver. The matter was discussed with 
the Secretary of State who thinks that it 
would be undesirable for Lord Inverchapel to 
give Dr. Silver any advice or indication of 
the policy and intentions of His Majesty' S_ 
Government. It would seem preferable, as~- 
Lord Inverchapel himself suggests, for him 
merely to listen to what Dr. Silver has to Say. 
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H. Beeley, Esq., C.B.E. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 
é¢ January, 1947. 
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WASHINGTON” IMMEDIATE, 


SS"... 
Your telegram No.19 / of January 3rd: 
Telegram. Palestine/. | 


On the intentions of His Majesty's 


391440 QY0034 9178Nd 


No. /4+S | 
Government there is nothing to add to my 
Date oO bolo 
, ; telegram No.77. 
Cypher 
, Ze In view of the representations you will 


now have made to Byrnes about American support 
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for the terrorists in Palestine, I think it 
advisable that you should also speak plainly 

to Silver on this subject. Terrorism is | 
poisoning the relationship Batwaen Great Britain 
and the Zionist movement, and if gilver attaches 
any value to this relationship he Should be — 
prepared to devote a part of his speech toa 


reasoned condemnation of terrorist activities. 
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It is not enough that he should follow the 


example of many Zionist orators who briefly . 
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7 denounce terrorism and lengthgly fasten the 
pabinet distribu- | | | | 
tion. blame for it on British policy. He should 

address himself in particular to his American 
| fellow citizens and make it clear that the | 
Wd 3 | 
; if 7 responsible Zionist leadership in the United 

ul; | States does not approve of the activity of those | 

| Pe, American citizens who are raising funds to 


finance the Palestine terrorists. 
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Your telegram No, 19 [of January 3rd: Palestine]. 


On the intentions of His Majesty's Government there 
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is nothing to add to my telegram No. 77. 

2, In view of the representations you will now have made 
to Byrnes about American support for the terrorists in 
Palestine, I think it advisable that you should also speak 
plainly to Silver on this subject. Terrorism is poisoning 
the relationship between Great Britain and the Zionist 


movement, and if Silver attaches any value to this 
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relationship he should be prepared to devote a part of 


his speech to a reasoned condemnation of terrorist 
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activities, It is not enough that he should follow the 
example of many Zionist orators who briefly denounce 
terrorism and lengthily fasten the blame for it on British 
policy, He should address himself in particular to his 
Anerican fellow citizens and make it clear that the 
responsible Zionist leadership in the United States does 
not approve of the activity of those American citizens 


who are raising funds to finance the Palestine terrorists, 
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BRITISH CONSULATE 
Room W. 1662 


First National Bank Building 
1, Minnesota 


= XE 4 AK er 16, 1946. 
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Reema Sire ae. ren ee! 


With the Compliments of 


\. 


His Majesty's Consul at 


St. Paul - Minneapolis 


Enclosing copy of letter dated December 

16, 1946, to T.F. Bromley, British Embassy, 
Washington 8, D.C., regarding Palestinian 
Affairs. 


North American Department, 
Forelgn Office, 
London, S.W. 1. 
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British Consulate 
St. Paul - Minneapolis 


Ref: 40 PAL/46 December 16, 1946. 


Dear Bromley 


| My letter of October: 16th about Palestinian 
and cognate affairs, 


in recent speeches to groups between 40 and 
150 people, I have been challenging people, in a eivil kind 
of a way, to face the issue presented by the 600,000 Jewish 
refugee in Europe, and te give 2 lased to the English and 
Spanish speaking countries by permitting the present number 
of Jews in this republic to be increased by three or five 
per cent. 

The usuel response has been merely one of 
appreciation of the subject of onets talk az a whole; but 
some people will assuredly have taken the moral te heart. 
One lady can always be counted upon to say, "We cannot look 
after our own people, why should we look sfter Jews", but 
it 18 possible, in « Kindly way, to shyme her into silence. 


The latest Hinneseta Poll purports to show that 
60% of the State are sgainst letting homeless Europeans ente 
the U.S. The Poll is conducted under unispeschable auspices, 
and the sponsors, seme of whom I know, feel thst the 1500 samples 
which are taken, consistently reflect public cpinien wit 
fidelity. 


I enclose a copy of the Poll report, taken. from 
the editorial page of the Minnespolieg Zerning Tribune of 
December 12th. 

The figures give rise to the hope that an intell- 
igent and sustained lead, might well produce suffleient support 
for a policy of sdmission. 


Copies of this letter are being sent to Keports 
Divi gion of the Embassy, and the Nerth Americen Department of 
the F.9,. 


Yours ev Py 


Y, Bsqe, 


British Embassy Joseph Robinson. 
Weshington §&, B.c. 
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of every five Minnesotans are opposed to the admission 
of any of Europe's 1,000,000 homeless persons to the United States. 


Among the 29 per cent who feel that some of the war-uprooted 
Europeans should be allowed to enter this country, the average. 
figure they fix on admissions is approximately 250,000 - or about 
one-fourth of the estimated total seeking new homes. 


391440 QUY090348 9178Nd 


The Himnesota Poll's interviewers asked a selentifie cross- 2 - Wee 
section sample of the state's adult population: , oe eee | 


"About a million people of many nationalities in Furope have 
been made homelegs and must find new homes in different countries. 
Do you think the United Stz 
this country?® 


aouaLrafay 


; ce rea J) bap : | 
Undecided ae a pee , 


City, town and farm people's opinions on the matter show 
close similarity, as do the views of men compsred with women, 


An analysis of replies by educational background, however, 
discloses differences: 


igh 


College 


‘391440 Gu0934 


Yes 
Ro 
Undecided 
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to the 29 per cent of the persons whe replied "Yes™ to the 
question on .duission of eny of the homeless persona to the United 
States, a second question wes put? 


38 OL LON 


"About how nany of these people should the United States 2. ye 4 ae _ 
take in - one-fourth, one-half, three-fourths, all of them or some oe Wee | 
other amount?" | DU eammmmomernre : 


These were the answers (converted into approximate numbers): 


1,006,000 
750,000 


‘ 
; 


es 


a - . S tbe 
we aed 
Reape: paca Rar ue 


50,000 
25,000 


Other replies 


An average for all replies is 250,510 persons. 


| Comments of persons willing te admit some of the 
homeless persons includes “Admit as many as possibletiy admit as 
Many 2S would make desirable eltizens"; "admit just those from 
northern Europe"; "admit « small percentage but not Jews?; take 
a percentage of young people"; "let in persons from the Seandin- 
avian countries and Belgium, and exclude the others; "admit only 
ag Many as this country can handle, because it might cause unem- 
ployment 1f too many come in"; "admit just the homeless children, 
to be brought up in the American way". 
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Palestine. A Comment on 


The paper as a whole conveys 
the prince igl¢ ala of our pulicy in Falestine has been and 
should be to reuch an agreement with the Zionists. 
Desirable 4s such un agreement would be, it is from the 
Foreign Office point of view Par viore important that we 
should aveid a {wvuarvel with the Arab States over Palestine. 
Detailed comments on the Colonial Secretary's paper 
Follow. 
Paractagh o 
While 1t is true that the Mufti of Jerusalém appears 
ve inaking oréeparations for an Arab vising in 
it is going too Par to say that he is now encourafing 
F 


disturbunces. He Will probebly utten, t to control the 


Paléstiniun Arabs until he concludes that British policy 


lis irrevocably unfavourable to the Arabs. 


The Coloniul Secretary states that "bhere is no 


* 


cary a oan yin 5 “ss met 
SOLlUtLUn emerging 


Sey ta} de ey tn be tee LT Ay Sap aA nar 
acceptable ' ris tOVernwent 
pm 


to the Arab States." S Majesty's 


Governient ore deterviined to a&prive settlement which 


ths gZlonists. Lt ls clear from 


tas Mature of the proposals made by the Arab delegutions 


at Luncuster House thut an agreement could be reached which 


Would satisi b regulrcuents and Would at the 


be consistent with the pledee given to the Jews in 
Balfour Declaration. 
In the Yourth sentencé ov this paracra.h, 
Secretary suggests thut the Arabs ishould be wiened, 
presumably ut the reo,ening of the J.nfer nce, cf the 
Cconseuuence:s of its Pallure. It ls not ultogether 
threate:ed 5 


Glear with what conse juences they vould 


and/ 
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and in any event there would see. tu be Little point in 


eS warning the Arabs if we are ourselves to enter the 


<—s ; al Conference with the conviction that agreement is 
impossible. 
ee Paragraph 9 
It is not clear what is eant by the statement tpa t 
Labour burvy is deeply comsitted to the: policy: of 
/. ee ae é Jewish National Home". Qne policy of favouring the 
establishment of a Jewish Naticnal Home in Palestine 
is embodied in the Balfour Declaration and the liandate 
a ee el Sat. no time 
| - Ege Tg a Government. The authors 


certainly believed thut sals were compatible 
with this commitnent. The Jolonial Secretary may of 
course ‘ecn a 1G babour Party is comwnitted to doing 
more for the Sionists than Carrying out the previcus 
engagements of His hujesty's Governuent. 
i er Sa If the Colonial Secretary's memorandum is to Porta 
the basis of a paper for submission to the Cabinet 
the last sentence of Ag might with advantage 
rf - 7 oe 2o8 be e@xuvended. Herore. an POlicy in Valect ime. 1: finally 


adopted bi the Cabinet, the Chiefs of Staff should be 


tO Nine it in relatior, to the general distribution 


Our uillitarvy resources and to tue maintenance of our 


18 filddle gastern area a5 a whole. 


the opinion 


sd 


Jews vould wish lis Majesty's Government to 


ay 


impose & policy on Palestine. this surely Gepends on 


de 


ro eee i@ nature of the policy to be imposed. This paragrajh 


) 


paper in fact rests on the implicit assumption 
ore chat if a policy were to be imposed by His Majesty's Gov- 


. he ae ee on ernment/ 
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erninent it would be a :ulicy favourable to the Zionists. 


Thus it is arrcued that the imposition of a decision froin 


3s Lt 


amma peeteetmnemeamenl 


London vould "bring on our heads Arab hostility". 
necessary to assume tha if we decide to face the conse- 
quences of imposing a settlement satisfactory to one of the 
two peoples in balestine, that that peo.le should : 
necessarily be the Jews?. 

In paragrapn 10(a) no account is taken of the possibility 
that we might, by agreeing to negotiate with the Arab States 
on the basis of Sir plan, succeed in introducing amendments 
which would inake @~ plan tore acceptable to us than it is 
in its ,;resent forn. 

Tt is extremely doubtful whether partition has the 


u 


merit claimed for 1t in paragrabh 1O(b), tna t "it offers 
the best prospect of finality." Partition on the contrary 
would establish a frontier threatened from both sides by 
irridentist avitation, and would thus introduce a new 
element of instability into the Middl@ Hast. 
Paragraph Il 

Here argin the arab ,;lan is dismissed as unacceptable, 
vithout reference to the pessibility that 1t might be 
modified as a result cf further negotiations with the Arab 
delegations at tne forthcoming Conference. Tne orincipak 
reason put forward in paragra:;h 10(a) for the rejection of 
the Arab proposal is thut it would result in "a major civil 
war in Palestine." Su far as can be seen at present, this 
result would follow from the imposition of any settlement 
whatsoever in Palestine, Whether by His Majesty's Government 
cr by the United Nations. The Arado proposal cannot be 
dismissed from consideration by weans of an argument which 
applies more or less eyually to all alternative proposals. 
Paragraphs Le and 14 

The statement in paragraph le, that if His Wiajesty's 


Governiuent/ 
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Government 


referred the ;roblem to the United haticns they would be 


unable to remove thedr troops Prom Yalestine until tae & 


solution was found, appears to be inconsistent with the 
proposal in paragraph 14 that the United Nations should 
De asked ty accept responsibility not only for the choice 
of a definitive volicy but also "Yor the maintenance of 


law and order in Falestine during the intervening period." 


Paragraph 13 
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The conclusion reached at the end of this paragraph 
that no course other than surrender of the Mandate seems 
now to be possible, appears to be at least premature. 


The implications of surrendering the Mandate have not yet 


-:aouaLafay 


been examined, particularly in their isilitary Aspe 
nor has the Cabinet yet fully considered the other Pessible 


courses of action. 


there is much to bé said against convening a special 
session of the United hations General Assenuly, as is 
suggested in the first sentence of this paragraph. Lf 


the policy of surrender were adopted, the disadvantages 
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of asking for a speciul session would have to be welened 


against the danger of reviginins in Pulestine after our 
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intention to withdraw had been made public. 
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DOWNING STREET, S.¥ 


COLONIAL OFFICE, 
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av 


0 a A al Home erates Mine Ge 0 ent 


PALESTINE, 


The recent Zionist Conference in Basle produced the 


Tollowing results — 


(a) The victory of the American extremist group 


headed by Dr. Silver. . 

(b) The overthrow of Dr. Weizmann and the eclipse 

_ of the moderate leaders. 

(c) Refusal ef the Jews to attend the Palestine 
Conference ‘in existing circumstances", 

(d) Zionists will accept no arrangement in Palestine 
which involves further trusteeship or tutelage 
of any kind. 


yo. 
Ce Kverytoing that H.ii.G. could do to avert these results 


301430 GY0034 9178Nd 


has been done but without avail, In America, the Foreign 
Secretary met the American leaders of the various Zionist 
Sections on several occasions and warned them frankly of the 


dancers into which they were runing. Both in Paris and 
fai) re é SS 


~:a0uaLa fay 


in wew Yor:. he discussed on various occasions the whole 
question at length with Mr. Byrnes and also registered a 
protest at the situation which was developing under which 
terrorism in Palestine was being actively and publicly 
encouraged by American citizens and illegal immigration 

was being openly financed by American funds. Mr. Byrnes 
Subseyuently made an announcement urging the Jews to attend 


the Conterence and promising to send observers on behalf 
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of the United States Government. 
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De At the sane time, the Colonial Sucretary interviewed 
Zionist leaders in London and impressed on them the need for 


Comoperation with H.,i..G. Assurances were wiven that, if the 


38 OL LON - HdVYDOLOHd LHD !YAd09 


Jews attended the Conterence, the fullest voossible 
consideration would be given to any plan which they wight 
desire to put forward. With a view to assisting the more , 
moderate and rational elements to obtain control and to combat 
the increasing terrorism in Palestine, those Zionist leaders 
who nad been interned were released and special measures 

taken to expedite the transfer to Palestine of the illegal - 
Liumigrants held in detention in Cyprus and to recognise their 


claims to release un@er the approved quota. 


~> 


fer 


Li, These steps have not prevented the extreme elements 


of America from dominating the Conference at Basle and 


creating the Situation set out in paragraph 1. This state of 


affairs is causing grave concern both to moderate Jews in 


Palestine and to British Jewry. They see future Zionist 


policy determined by American extremists with whom they have, 


in general, little sympathy. Jewish leadership in spite of 
the representation of a substantial element of the moderates 
on the new Council and Executive of the Zionist Organisation 
is bound to be uncertain and unstable in the days ahead. 
They are likely to urge that their non-attendance in present 


clrcumstances implies some action by H.1}.G. which will bring 


about the conditions in which they can attend. Some of the 


leaders come to London this week and wish to see the Colonial 


secretary. 
De With the new situation we may anticipate:- 


A recrudescence of terrorism and an increase of 
violence and disorder. 

AN increase in Jewish illegal immigration. 

An increase in Arab restiveness and a development 
of arab armed organisations, probably leading to 
reprisals and inter-comuunal disturbances. The 
Situation is already grave and the Mufti appears 
to be encouraging Arab disturbances, 

Increased resentment on the part of the British 
Forces in Palestine, who are likely to find 
themselves exposed to various forms of: violence 
and numiliation without being able to take what 
they would regard as adequate countermeasures. 
The heavy strain under which the Civil 
Administration is already labouring reaching 
breakin;, point. 


H.li.G. must forthwith determine the policy which they 

adopt Yor the future. 

The Palestine Conterence will reassemble on the 21st 
January. There is something to be said for cancelling 
the Conference because the delay in holding the Conference 
(which will probably prove abortive} will further exasperate 
the terrorists, and the forces in Palestine and the public 
generally. But it would probably be unwise to cancel this 


arrangement, since - 


(a) The Conference so far is with the Arab States. The 


Arabs regard it as a iwatter in which the Jews have 
ro 
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no concern and it was they who requested 
Lue: .s | 
The Arab States would certainly have strongly 
resisted the adjournment of the Conference had 
it been suggested that it was for the purpose 
of bringing the Jews into the discussion; they 
would equally strongly object if it was not 
reconvened owing to the refusal of the Jews to 
attend. | 

(c) The Arab States are entitled to a reasoned 
reply to the proposals which they placed before 
the Conference and which ere still formally 
under consideration by H.M.G. 

(d} Advantage can be taken of the Conference to 
attempt to bring the Arab States into a more 
tractable frame of mind. 


391440 GYO03YN 9178Nd 


&. It is more likely however, that the Conference with the 
Arabs will produce no agreement. There is no reasonable 
orpospect of any Solution emerging which would be acceptable 


at once both to EH.j37.G. and to the Arab States. For the 
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Conference we must prepare our answer to the Arab plan. We 
Should also warn the Arabs of the possible conseguences of 
an abortive Conference. We should also make clear to the 
U.5S.4 Government both before the Conference assembles and 
when 1t closes, that their nationals by assisting illegal 
lnmlegration, by money and by irresponsible advice, have | 
brought thins to this point where the administration by 


Britain in Palestine has become impossible because of the 
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aGisorder and conrlict. The U.S.A. Government inust be 


urpzed again to control the assistance which their nationals 
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are -iving to the illeval traffic, 


Oa Two courses are then open to HwiinG. H.i.G. may either 
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impose a policy on Palestine or refer the whole question to 
the United Nations. It will be appreciated that the Labour 
Party is deeply committed to the policy of the Jewish 
ational Home. Any course adopted must be subjected to the 
scrutiny of the General Staff. 

10. The difficulty of imposing a policy on Palestine is that 


Lt can only be done by force and maintained by Britain alone. 


Undoubtedly the Jews would wish it and a section of the British im 


press endorse it. But any attempt to do so would involve us 


heavily in the Middle Hast and bring on our heads Arab 
hostility 


“\\ 


hostility. It would also be argued that such a course was 
in violation of the spirit of the Mandate. The Arabs would 
certainly refer the dispute to the Security Council and 
Britain would be put on the defensive. It seems better that 


H.M.G. should themselves make the reference to U.N.O. at the 


start and appeal to the international conscience on the 
matter. If however the attempt to impose a scheme on 
Palestine were adopted there are three main lines of 
policy which H.Ii.G. could consider, i.e. 


(a) ‘The Arab plan for the converSkon of Palestine into 
an Arab State in which the Jews would flgure as a 
permanent minority. This plan, which embodies all 
the features or tre White Paper of 1959 and others 
equally repugnant to Jewish opinion, would, if 
implemented, be so strongly resisted by the whole 
Jewish community that a mejor civil war in Palestine 
would be the inevitable result. Apart from tnis 
result, it would be liyossible for H.i.G. to dePend 
the arranzement, in view of their resoonsibility for 
creatinz: and safeguarding the Jewisn National Home 
which, under it, would be subjected to Arab majority 
control with no interference from outside. 
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(b) Partition. This solution has many merits, 
It is urged by influential sectionsof public 
opinion here and would probably satisfy the 
Labour Party. It offers the best prospect 
ot finality, would enable immediate 
independence to be granted to at least half 
the Arabs of Palestine and would allow, of an 
area belng placed at the disposal of the 
Jews in which they would be free to promote 
imaigration and develop the National Home 
on their own lines. On the other hand, it 
hasS.serious difficulties, among them the 
facts that it is impossible to carve two 
self-supporting States out of Palestine and 
that the Jewish settlements are so situated 
that any workable plan of partition involves 
including a very large Arab minority and the 
best Arab land in the Jewish State, It is 
doubtful whether any boundary can be drawn 
which, while not demonstrably unfair to the 
Arabs, would result in a Jewisn State which 
the Jews would accept as in any way consistent 
with Zionist aspirations, Moreover, the 
arab States have expressed themselves as 
implacably opposed to partition, since they 
fear that an independent Jewish State on the 
Palestine seaboard would, if established, 
be used as a spearhead for further penetration 
into the Arab countries of the Middle Hast, 


(c} The Provincial Autonomy Plan, placed before the 
Conference by H.M.G. This is the most 
rational solution as it affords an immediate 
advance in self-governnent to both communities 
while allowing a breathing space for the : 
present inflamedpassions to die down, during 
which final policy could be determined, It 
leaves the door open either to partition or 
to co-operation by the communities on a — 
federal basis, It is, however, strongly 
Opposed by both Arabs and Jews as involving a 
further period of tutelage and control. 


lf. There are big difficulties in regard to each 


of these plans, For the reasons stated, the Arab 


plan cannot be accepted. ‘fo attempt to implement the 


Provincial Autonomy plan would bring us into violent 
conflict with both sides and entail a military 
Commitment greater than we should be justified in 
undertaking, even if we could find the forces to do 
SO, The Arabs have made it clear that, if we decide 
in favour of Partition, they will appeal to the Unitea 
Nations, None of these plans offers any immediate 


solution of the problem by imposition by Britain and 
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for 
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for the reasons stated they could only be imposed at 


considerable cost and disturbance, 


12. The position is thus reached that the only alter- 
native line of action by H.M.G. is reference of the 
whole Palestine affair to the United Nations. That 

is no easy course particularly if Palestine is the 

scene of violence and civil conflict, As ours is the 
administrative responsibility and UNO would take 

some time before it would handle the matter and meantime 
would have no practical means of administering or the 
necessary finance or forces so to do, we should 
undoubtedly be unable to remove our troops or civil 


services and be required to carry on for a period until 
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a solution was found, 


14. In their approach to the United Nations, H.M.G. 
would state that they had failed to discover any 
solution which both Arabs and Jews would accept, that 
they were not prepared to impose a solution by force 
of arms and that consequently they considered it 


incumbent on them to hand over to the United Nations 
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all future responsibility for Palestine, There are, 


of course, manifest objections to so doings It would 


NOGNO1 


probably spell the end of the special strategic 


advantages which HeM.G. enjoy in Palestine, It would 
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further strengthen the hold of the anti-British Mufti 
on Palestine. ‘That course may also be challenged 

by sections of the Labour Party and of public opinion 
as contrary to our declarations of furthering the 
development of the National Home, But the dilemma 

is not of the making of HeM.eGe and the American 

Jews have, to a great extent, brought the situation 


on themselves. After all, no other course seems now 


to be possible, 


\ 


\\ 


1% H.M.G. in placing the matter before the United 


Nations, would submit the three main plans and 

explain their own proposal for Provincial Autonomy as 
one consistent with the terms of the Mandate which 
they would have been prepared to adopt as a reasonable 
compromise between the claims of the two communities, 
The apprehensions of Arabs and Jews alike could be 
shown largely to arise from misunderstanding of the 
scheme. It has however been rejected by both. 

The only hopeful alternative H.M.G. would submit 

is the plan of partition and H.M.G. would have accepted 
it had it been found that both sides acquiesce. The 
Arabs, however, have shown themselves unwilling even 


to discuss partition. In these circumstances, H.li.Ge 


would ask the United Nations to accept responsibility 
for the choice of a policy and for its implementation, 
as well as for the maintenance of law and order in 


Palestine during the intervening period, 


14, It is most desirable that a special and urgent 
meeting of the Assembly should be convened to consider 


the matter. It is not clear whether this procedure 
would involve the meeting of the Security Council, | 
It will be appreciated that circumstances in Palestine 
being what they are, once our intention to abdicate 


becomes known, the position of the Civil Government 


in Palestine will become wholly untenable, 
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Bat peMR MK Be 


GRSAT GHORG 


Dear inna, 
b 


T enclose a letter which-the- herd Pres#rient has 
received from a Mr. A.iv. Deckel. The Colonial 
office, whom we have consulted, suggest that the. 
Lord President shoulda reply by sending copies of 
extracts from Hansard of the 13st duly and 1st 


August, saying that the plan outlined in the speech 


with which he opened the debate for the Government 

is presumably the plan referred to, and that the 
views of other speakers on the plen will be found 

in the revort of the debate which followed. It 
would, of course, be made clear that the Lord 
President was acting as svokesman for His Majesty's 
Government, and that the plan is not versonal to him. 


T should be glad to Know whether you agree 
Wit this Line? 


Yours sincerely, 


_ |pectens 


P.F., Kinna, Esd., 
Woreign Office. 
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Please refer to your letter of 3rd |. 
January, enclosing a letter which the Lord 
President had received from a Mre Deckel of 
Massachusetts and asking for our agreement 
with your proposed line of reply. 


I now confirm that, as we agreed over 
the telephone, the letter in question, 


together with another which the same 
correspondent sent to the Foreign Secretary, 
is being sent to an Embassy in Washington, 
and that they are being esked to answer it 
at their discretion. 


Yours Sincerely 


(sae) (Pe. Kinna). 


Jeheke C hristie, Se 9 
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Room 108, Park Manor, 
Bubson Institute of Business, 
Bubson Park 57, Massachusett3, 


December 5, 1944 


Mr. Herbert Morrison, Lord President of the Council, 
London, ingland. 


yeentiy you were quoted in the New Zorn Times 
nan plan for the settlenent of Palestine's future. 
mention what your plan “4s, but merely did say that yqu 


_ ee ee cu you did not 
ee had a plan, and that when ‘ro’ “ere quoted about It you said that it 
{ve Joseph Clark iMaldwin, 


: oe a differed with one presented by Kepresentirt 
New York. 


Would it be possible for you to sem me a copy of your plan, 
and also why you belicve lit. will vork for Palestine? Any remurks 
by you as to why you presented this particular plan, what it is 
expected to do, what the volicy of your government is in regard to 
the plan, and the type of reaction it aroused in the minds of your 
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felloy countrymen, will nlso be snpreciated. 


The informition which you vive me “{ll be used in a sertes of | en. 
Jehbates which the Debating society of this school is to undertzKe 7 a Was | 
1947 with the largest collerfes in the United States. +t will be used 7 E Se 
purely for academic purposes in this way, and will not be given out ae | 
for publication or for any purposes of private profit, unless you a ee 
| EE ON stnte you hove no objection fo helng jvoted in the press here as we a ee 
| vee ee Aes develop our cases in debnting the other ~<chools in the country. 7 oe 2 ee 


ne, or any other literature 


Any references 
tion and which you feel free 


“hier, would help me 


to send me, 
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The Secretary of State told Mr.Truman that he thought the 
provincial autonomy, on ‘BedokeGrady plan, was a very fair and 
practical proposal. One of its advantages was that it would not 
involve a reference to U.N.O. U.N.O. would mean bringing in 
other Powers, such as Russia, Mr .Truman interjected that it 
would be wise to keep them out. 

On the subject of the Jewish Leaders, Mr.Truman said he had 
had discuasions with Mr .Ben/dedvox and Dr.Goldman. He added 
"T can get nowhere with Dr.Silver; he thinks everything I do is 
wrong." Mr.Truman agreed with a remark of the Secretary of State's 
that Dr.Welzmann was the most intelligent of all the Jewish Leaders. 


The Seoretary of State admitted that the Jews were difficult; 


“They somehow expect one to fulfill all the propheoies of all the 
f 


prophets. I tell them sometimes that I can no more fulfilf all 
the prophecies of Ezekiel than I can those of that other great Jew, 
Karl Marx.” 

The Arabs were difficult too, Mr.Bevin continued. But they 
would not be able to maintain the status quo in 
wanted. He was rer that in spite of all the difficulties, 
H.M.G. would be able to get a settlement. The attitude of both 
Araba and Jews was better now than it had been. Mr .Truman agreed, 
saying he thought it would be easier for him to help now that the 
U.S. elections were over. Mr Truman then went out of his way to 
explain how difficult it had been with so many Jews in New York. 

He spoke contritely of the awkward position he had been in and 
reiterated his support for Mr.Byrnes'present policy. 

The only other reference to Palestine was an account by the 
Secretary of State of the possibility of an oil pipeline being 
puilt across the Negeb, reaching the Mediterranean somewhere south 
of Gaza. The advantage of this plan was that it would help with 
the dévelopment of the Negeb, which was the only large unpopulated 
area of Palestine. 


After / 
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£5000 million of overseas investments. There was-@ etruggle ahead 
but we would pull through. Mr. Trumin-sajdche thought "it was 


— ~~ —_— — 


a 
“.«-.-Mp,. Truman then turned to Mre Beyin and said that he had heard 


of the Giseussions Mr. Bevin had been having in New York with Mr. 


N 


Byrnes on the subject of Palestine. He, Mre Truman, wanted Mre 


Bevin to know that he was in complete agreement with everything 


391440 GY00SY 91718Nd 


Mre Byrnes was doing on this aub ject. "EP the British Government 
reached an accord over Palestine the U.5. Government woule be 

very pleased to give any help they could, including finance". 

The Secretary of ‘tate said that he did not expect an "accord". It 
would never be possible to get Jews and Arabs to agreavaith each other 
over this. The trouble was that , 

At this Mr. Truman interrupted to y “Go have Wwe" Wir. Bevin then 
explained that 4.M.@'s aim was to narrow the differences so that 

there would not be too much hostility from gither side to whatever 


ooliey was pursued. here waa, however, one important ratter in which & 


the U.S. Government could help, nanely Gamigration. At the moment 


he was always up against the plight of the <uropean Jews who had 
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» 
nowhere else to go but Palestine. ‘The Jewish refugee problem 


eoneentrated on Palestine. (pe Bevin emphasised, the 
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eoulad have somewhere else to go this would reduce the tension. 


move over inmigration by the eS. Government before or at the time 
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of the Palestine Conference next month would have a great effect on 


the Conferences. 


up. Truman said he agreed that the Lets Government must do 
something about immigration. He intended addressing a message to th; 


two Committees of Congress controlling the machinery of legislation 


. r 


on thia aubject. He thought that there was a quota allowing 
for 120,000 immigrants which hed not yet been used Up. The Congress: 
Committees might look into this. Again he repeeted that America 


must help over immigration. 
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Department, 
Foreign Office, 
London Se 


Ea 


BRITISH EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON 8, D. C 


28th December 1946. 


Dear Secretariat, 

We have had one enquiry and may have some more based on 
reports of different detes in the New York Times to the effect that 
some Arab Organisations were sending groups of Palestinian Arabs to 
Transjordan under an agreement with King Abdullah to be trained fer 
underground Arab military duty in Palestine. These reports are 
not assigned to any definite scurce and are introduced by "it was 


revealed" or 81+ vac loarnt that’. 


2, We imagine that such training could not take place without 


the knowledge of the British authorities and that there is no truth 
in sueh reports, but we would appreciate your confirmation that this 
is so in order that we may be on firm ground in denying them any 
future correspondents. 


5. We are sending a copy of this letter to the Eastern 


partment, Foreign Office. 
Yours ever, 


CHANCERY. 


fhe Secretariat 
of the High Commissioners Office, 
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This telegram is of particular secrecy an¢ should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and 


CYPHER /OTP 


7.07 pm/th January, 194.7. 
12,30 aom.Sth January, 194/. 
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I spoke to Silver in this sense on January 6th. 
2, He agreed under pressure to do his best to devote 
part of his speech to a repudiation of terrorist activities. 
This morning's reports of his speech show that he did in 
fact do go, I understand that he spoke last and considerably 
lowered the temperature of the gathering. + shall report 


further when I have a fuller account of what he said. 
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He gladly undertook to try to put a stop to American 
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support of the terrorists. He nentioned that the name of 


the United Zionist Revisionists of America hed been used 
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in sdvyertisements here without any authority and that a 
telegram had been sent from Basle disclaiming any kind 

of sympa thy with or support of the terms of the advertise- 
ments, (I am informing Byrnes of this), He dismissed the 
other Zionist groups concerned with contempt as "one man 


shows" of no value. 


We then turned to the question of Zionist representation 


cS 


at the London Conference, Silver read me the text of the. 
Basle resolution on the subject which you presumably have. 
He said that decision rested with the "actions committee" 


Whose composition he gave me, It would decide to send a 


7 7 oe 1k - . | delegation, of which he would be a member, to London so 
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soon as some "chang 0K place “in the situation", I 

asked hin what change he meant. His lajesty's Government 

hed mage their position clear. It was a perfectly fair and 

honest position from which they could not be expected to 

budge. You were in earnest and had gone a8 far as you 

could when you said ths would get equal treatment, 

r said he know no longér hoped for a "word" 

from His Mejesty's Government but he did hope for a "gesture 

of imaginative statesmanship", On being asked what he meant 
said that he hed in mind for example the admission of three 


four shiploads of imitigrants outside the monthly quotas, 
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which would bring about the required "chenge in the situation", 
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He could promise that he would then use all his influence 


towards securing the despatch of the Delegation to London 


38 OL LON - HdVYSOLOHd LHD 1YAdOd 


and he was confident that his influence would prevail. He 
was confident too thet such a "gesture" would go a long way 


towards checking terrorism, for terrorism sprang from 


* 2. 


its turn despair sprang from the tuming back 


of those who succeedsd in reaching the shores of Palestine 


llegal immigrant ships, Such a "gesture" would also 


have the advantage of giving the Zionist leaders a lever 


ay 
res 


‘tt 


fe 


x 


for regaining authority over those who now saw their 


only hope in terrorism, 
He mentioned that Goldman had been shifted to London 
because he was out of harmony with the “Zionist movement 


in the United States, and more particularly with Silver 


himself, 


vilver left me to sce Byrnes, 
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FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO WASHINGTON 
Noe 004 
9th January, 1947 dD, 800 pom Oth January, 1947 
FREESE 
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Your telegram No. 98, paragraph 4. 


aouaLafay 


Ben Gurion was received by the Colonial secretary 
on January 2nde While. making it clear that in existing 
circumstances the Zionist Executive could not attend 
the Palestine Conference, he stated that they yould 


be available for consultation with His Majesty s 
Government at any time before, during or after the 
Conference, and without conditions. The Basle 
resolution did not prevent them from entering into 
exploratory discussions. : 


2, Aba second meeting between the Colonial 
Secretary and 3en Gurion, on Janualy 8th, it was agreed 
that the latter would endeavour to arrange for a 
meeting of his uxecutive to open in London on Janue 
[ond, They wight then enter into discussions, whic 
would take place in the Colonial Office, with the 
Colonial Secretary and possibly with other liinisters. 
he discussions would be informal and would be given 
ag Little publicity as possible. 
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%, ‘The above is for your own information. 
We do not know to what extent Ben Gurion has yet informed 
or consulted Silver and the other American members of 
the Executive. We are however giving the substance of 
this information to the American bmbassy, white asking 
them to use it with the utmost discretion. 
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is reported to have been recently condemned to death 


t o 


by British wilitary Court for participation in an armed 


attack on a police s 


7 e 


previously to have served in Jewish irigade of 


Army, ‘he appeal originates with a relative of Gruner 
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n Chio. lie anvears also to have a relative in vest 
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The London Conference on Palestine is due to 
re-assemble on January 21st. It now seems unlikely that the 


Jewish Agency will be represented, and in any event there is 


3914530 Guyooay 91T8Nd 


no prospect of reaching a settlement by agreement between 
all parties. wWe shall, therefore; be faced with the 
alternatives of imposing a policy ourselves or of admitting 


our inability to solve the problein and surrendering our 


aouarafay 


inandate to the United Nations. If the only interests 


involved were those of the Arabs and Jews, I should be 


inclined to favour the policy of abdication. But the 


abandonment of Palestine would nave most serious 
repercussions on our position in the Middle 4ast as a whole. 
It has been assumed hitherto that the maintenance of 
influence in the Middle Hast should be a major objective of 
British policy, both because of the strategic importance of 


the area and because of our interest in its increasingly 
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the orotracted negotiations for a revision of our treaty with 
weypt, we are comnitted to withdrawing our troops from tnat 


country. #e cannot count with certainty : y Militar, 


38 OL LON 


facilities in Cyrenaica. [t therefore seems that, unless 
we are prepared to conclude that the tiiddle Hast 


longer of value to us, our right to maintain troops 


ralestine is of greater importance now than at any vrevious 


tie. In considering our policy there, we must bake Count 
of this general background and of the Specifically Sritish 
, fk OR : , —_ $$. 
interests wnéwe/involved. ¢ The Colonial Secretary and TI 

o . 


intend to ask the Cabinet, at a special 
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meeting early next 


week, to consider proposals for dealing with this situation. 
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GOLONIAL OFFice, a 
Downd BEE, 9.w.t. 
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I enclose a note of 
the outstanding points in my 
discussion with ir. Ben Gurion 
on the 2nd of January, together 

With a further note prepared in 


this Departinent. 
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THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 
ERNEST BEVIN, MP. 
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Note of Interview with Mr. Ben Gurion at the 
Colonial Office, 2nd January, 1947. 


The Secretary of State received Mr. Ben Gurion, 


who was in London on a short visit fet return to 


Palestine after the Zionist Congress at Basle, on 
2nd January, 1947. Sir George Gater and Mr. J.M. Martin 
were present. 

Referring to the proceedings of the Congress, 
Mr. Ben Gurion explained that Dr. Weizmann had been 


defeated because of his one-sided co-operation with 


391430 QYO003N J1T8Nd 


His Majesty's Government and his blind trust in Britain. 
Although, however, he no longer held any official position, 
he was still first in moral standing. Only the 


Revisionists were really against him. 
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Mr. Ben Gurion said that what the opposition 
at the Congress wanted was reciprocal co-operation from 
His Majesty's Government. The Yishuv considered 
themselves a nation and wanted to be allies but not 
SubjectsSe They had three requirements - 

(i) that every Jew who needed to return to the 
National Home should be able to do so; 


that they should be allowed to cultivate all the 
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soil of Palestine excluding that actually 
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cultivated by the Arabs (i.e. some 17 to 18/dungums ) 5 
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(iii)that they should shape their own life as freely 


as any other free people. 


38 OL LON 


As regards the question of attendance at the 
London Conference, Mr. Ben Gurion explained that the 
Congress resolution had left the decision to the Actions 
Committee, which had delegated authority in this respect 
to a sub-committee of some 16 people who could be brought 
together within 3 or 4 days. Under the Congress 
resolution this Committee could not agree to attendance 


at the Conference unless there was a change in existing 


circumstances. There was no official interpretation of 


what this meant; but Mr. Ben Gurion had no doubt that the 


ethey 
intention was et+¢hem that there should be a change /in 
& 


practice (in particular as regards immigration) or in the 


policy of His Majesty's. Government as regards a final 


salution. 


Wire Creech Jones pointed out that it had already 
been made abundantly clear that, as immigration was a 
lively issue at the time of the adjournment of the 
Conference, it was out of the question to make any 
alteration during the period of adjournment. His Majesty's 
Government could not at this point discuss immigration 
policy or make any gesture in that direction. If that 
condition were insisted on, we must go forward with the 


Conference without the Jews. 


Mr. Ben Gurion asked why importance was 


attached to their presence. 


. 


Mr. Creech Jones, in reply, explained the 
earnest desire of the Government to reach a solution and 
this must depend on the goodwill and co-operation of the 
parties concerned. They were most anxious to reach 
settlement by agreement. He had been profoundly 
disappointed at the decision of the Congress. 

Sir George Gater said that discussion in 
conference was the ordinary British method of dealing with 
a problem of this kind. 

Mre Ben Gurion referred to the past experience 
of the Jews with conferences and committees and said they 
asked what was the use of appearing again. The Jews felt 
that the Government already had their plan and did not 
come to the Conference with an open mind. A formal 
conference made things more difficult. He asked why 
there should not be informal talks and indicated that the 

Basle resolution did not bar such exploratory discussions 
at any time. They were bound to no formula, not even to 
the idea of a Jewish State. Those who would take part 


in such discussions would be the Executive or their 
representatives (not the representatives of the Actions 
/Committee, 


NOQNO?1 


301450 Q4u0034 


Q178Nd JHL JO NOISSIWY3d LNO 


391340 GQYO003Y O1718Nd 


aouaLafay 


- HdVYDOLOHd LHDIYAd09 


3€@ O1 LON 


era Tae Shaan: 
aes ee 


Coy 


3 


Committee, which was a legislative body). 

There was some further discussion of the 
question of participation at the Conference, the 
Secretary of State pointing out that there might be 
several means of implementing the three requirements of 
the Yishuv which Mr. Ben Gurion had mentioned and that 
the Conference would provide an opportunity for full 
discussion; the Government's plan had been put forward 
as a basis for discussion, but they were in no way 
pound by it. Mr. Ben Gurion however would not shift from 


his position, that the Jews would not have free 
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discussion if they ‘came to the Conference. 
In reply to a question, Mr. Ben Gurion 
attributed the strength cf Rabbi Silver's group in 


America partly to tradition se American distrust of 
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Britain. There was greater trust in His Majesty's 
Government among British Jews and in the Yishuv, 
particularly Labour in the Yishuv, who had special 
sympathy with the present Government of the United Kingdom. 
The authority of the Yishuv was strong and Mr. Ben Gurion 
was confident that the American Zionists would follow 
any definite lead they gave in a matter of importance. 

Mr. Creech Jones said that the situation would 


TTT Remnerareemctananeeeen oeeE 


become even more difficult if there were a further 
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outbreak of terrorism. It would not deter the British 
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Government from any action they thought right but would 


produce a mood of exasperation and charge the atmosphere 
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with emotion which would greatly prejudice the chances 


) 
of reaching a settlement. He also referred to the likely 


repercugions if there were further arrivals of illegal 
immigrant ships and expressed the hope that something 
might be done to reduce these dangers. 

Mr. Ben Gurion agreed that terrorism was a 
calamity and said that the Jewish people as a whole were 


against it and it hurt them more than it hurt the British. 


) Co 
Terrorism was a distortion of protest against an unjust 


policy, but he condemned it and they would do what they 


BIC 
ie 
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ne 


could to reduce it. The Yishuv had no power to 


> e 


an 
iyvradicate it. For that they must have a police forces 


As regards illegal immigration, which he did not regard 
aS illegal, he could not agree to take any action 
against it and indicated emphatically that the Jews 
felt they had no choice in this matter. 

As regards the resolution of the Congress 
opposing international supervision or trusteeship for 
Palestine, Mr. Ben Gurion said that the meaning was 


that if His Majesty's Government applied to UN.O for 


trusteeship, either for themselves or for some other 
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power or for international trusteeship, the Jews would 
oppose its; as long as His Majesty's Government ruled 
Palestine they were bound by the Mandate but if for 


any reason they could not carry it out there must be a 
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Jewish State. This, he said, was the view of almost 


all sections. 

Mr. Ben Gurion's attitude throughout most of 
the interview was one of marked cordiality and he 
referred several times to the natural sympathy between 
the Jews and the British people and his belief that, if 
only the British Government would trust the Jews, there 
would be a growth of confidence on both sides and hope 


of a settlement. 
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He made it clear that in existing circumstances Congress 
would not agree to representation at the Palestine 
Conference, but they wanted reciprocal cooperation 

frou Uei.G., A change in present conditions was a 


chanve cither in practice (e.g. immigration) or in 


H.M.G's. policy as regards a final solution. 
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Wis: committee however, was available for discussion 
or consultation with iI.M.G. at any time ~ before, during 


or after the palestine Conference and without conditions, 
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The Basle resolution did not bar sxploratory discussions 


at any time. 


He was confident that American Gionists would follow any 
1éfinite lead which Yishuv gave in regard to a Solution. 

They wanted a solution which would accept that 

a) every Jew who needed to so to the National Home @buld 

go, bj) Jew8 would be able to cultivate the Palestine soil 


not actually cultivated by the Arabs and ¢) they should 


391440 0409034 


9178Nd 3HL 40 NOISSIWY3d LNO 


-HLIM ATIWOIIHdVEDOLOHd G39NdGO0d dad 


Shape their own life as freely as any other free people, 
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He denounceu terrorism and saw the grave consequences 
which flowed from it, though as to illegal imnigration 


that was another matter. I intimated that Government 
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must take u stern line in respect to the continued 


Lawlessness and disorders, 
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(Previous Reference: D.O.(47) ist Mise Min. 1) 


STR LESLIE HOLLIS informed the Committee that the 
Defence Committee had agreed to recommend to the Cabinet 
thet the High Commissioner should be given full 
authority to use the army in Palestine to the extent 
necessary to stamp out the terroristse The Colonial 
and Wer Offices had been asked to submit an agreed 
report containing the appropriate orders to the High 
Commissionere 


The Minister of Defence had discussed this issue 
with him and asked him to consult the Chiefs of Staff 
about the advisability of making a public announcement 
on this change of policy. The specific question on 
which the Minister required advice was would the 
decision to stamp out terrorism lose its value 
in raising the morale of the army if no public announce- 
ment was madée 


The Minister thought that it would benefit the 
morale of the army if an announcement was made, but 
after the receipt of military advice on this point, 
he would have to consider other political factors 
before recommending any course of action to the vrime 
Ministere 


STR WILLIAM DICKSON asked if time could be given 
for them to consult their Chiefs of Staff who had been 
present at the discussion of the Defence Committee. 

He agreed also that the advisability of making such 

an announcement would partially depend upon whether the 
policy of stamping out terrorism was to be continued 

or might be rescinded at some future date for political 
reasons e 


He suggested that after consulting their respective 
Chiefs of Staff, the Vice Chiefs of Staff might reconsider 
the question at their next meeting, ond tender their 
advice accordingly. | 


There was general agreement with these Suggestionse 
THE COMMITTEE: 


Agreed to discuss at their meeting 
on Friday, 3rd January, the question 
of whether from the military point of 
view the absence of an announcement 
about a change of policy in dealing 
with terrorism in Palestine, might 
detract from the benefit which such, 
an announcement would have on the 
iorale of the armed forces in 
Palestine. 


Ministry of Defence, S,W.1. 


OND JANUARY, 1946, 
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lly telegram No. 98. ; ‘ 40 GAN 
Byrnes tells [gp. undec. ¢ me] that Silver spoke in 
the same sense to him, Silver asked that Byrnes should 
pass on what he had said direct to you. Byrnes replied 
that he would prefer to do it through myself and added 
that in all the circumstances he had no. sympathy 
with Silver's request for a "word" from His Majesty's 
| Government, but he hoped that. something could be done 
in the way of @ "gesture". I confess that I shere this 
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hope. 
De Byrnes also said that he scolded Silver about the 


Zionist attitude towards the London conference which 
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URGENT 
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With reference to paragraph 2 of Mr. Bowker 's 
telegram No. 1492 of 14th December 19 6, and to 
telegram No. 2148 of December 19th from the High 
Commissioner for Palestine to the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies regarding the reported decision of 
the Arab League to approach His Majesty's Government 
with a view to the arming of Arab villages in | 
Palestine, I have the honour to transmit the enclosed 
copy of a note No, 60/8/5 of December 26th from the 
Secreteary-General of the League of Areb States. 
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2. The Secretary-General's note requests, in 
sccordance with a unanimous decision of the Arab 
League Council on December leth, that in view of 

the recent intensification of terrorism in Palestine 
Hig Majesty's Government should take the necessary 
measures with a view to supplying the Palestine Arabs 
with such defensive arms end weepons es would enable 
them to defend themselves against the continually 
erowing danger. The note concludes by stating that 
the Jewish terrorist menace, coupled with the 
continuation of immigration end the lack of defensive 
means at the disposal of the Arabs, is urging the 
Arad States to take every step to rescue their 
brethren in Pelestine. 
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3. In view of the suggestion made by the High 
Gommissioner for Palestine in the last sentence of 

his telegram referred to above, IT have refrained from 
acknowledging receipt of this communication for the 
time being. I would observe, however, that since 1939 
His Mejesty's Government have themselves continuslly 
invited the Arab States to co-operate with them to 
devise « solution of Polestine problems, end have 
convoked the Arab States to repeated conferences on 

the subject in London. It was to be expected that. 

the invitation of the Areb States to a conference in 
London in 1939, end our request tnet they would use 
their influence to secure a suspension of the Arab 
revolt, might bring us some relief but would inevitebly 
involve other interventions of the Arab states in 
regard to Palestine. If we invite such co-operation of 
the Areb States and listen to their suggestions end 
complaints, we must, I submit, be prudent in making 
known to the collectivity of Arab States, 1.¢. the Arab 
League, our attitude as regards the receipt of 
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/communications 


The Right “onourable 
Ernest Bevin, M.P., 
Foreign Office, 
London, ».W.1, 


oj 


ee 
. 


communications from the Arab League dealing with such 
r-uttere as that which forms the subject of the enclosed 
note. Moreover, the Arab Delegates at the Arad 
conference last September raised the question of this 
particuler danger to the Arabs, 


< 
sais 


Ly I should be grateful for an early telegraphic 
reply indicating what answer should be returned to 
the Secretary-General's present note. 


on I am sending copies of this despaten and 
enclosure to His Mejesty's Representatives in Bagdad, 
Beirut, Jerusalem, Amman, Jedda, Damascus, and to 

the British Middle East Office, Political Intelligence 
Centre Middle East and Security Intelligence Middle 
Bast. 
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I have the honour to be 
With the highest respect, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient, humble servant, 
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LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES 


SECRETARIAT , 
Ref: 60/3/5. 
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The Secretery-Generel of the League of Arab States 
oresents his compliments to His Excellency the British 
Ambassador, and has the honour to communicate to him the 


~ 
st 


following, in the neme of the League ene in accordance with 


aren ee 


2 decision unenimously teken by its Council at its meeting 
of December 12th, 1946, with the request thet it would be 
kindly conveyed to His Excellency the Secretery of State 


for Foreign Affairs in London:- 
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The Arab States, in a number of previous notes 
ressed to the British Government on the subject, the Lest 
which being the unanimous request mede by the Arab YVelegations 
she London Conference, drew ettention to the great dangers of 
Jewish terrorist camoeign in Palestine, snd asked them to 
o the measures necessery to put an end to these terroristic 
vities. 
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Unfortunately, this reign of terror nes been int 
of late, exposing the arso p ti Serious dengers, 


in view of the fact that the Pe Snien Government have so fer 
provec. themselves powerless to cope witn this grave Situetion, 
the Areb States, in pursuence of tne crocedure adopted in tne 
past with the Jews of Palestine, woo ned cveen armea by tne 
Government, request the Sritish Government to take the necessary 


measures with e view to supplying the Araos of the country with 


such defensive erms end weapons es would eneole tnem to face 
sna defend themselves ageinst this continually growing denger. 


The Jewish terrorist menace, coupled with the 
continuetion of immigration end the lack of defensive means 
et the disposal of the Areos, is egiteting the Ara world 
end celling on tae sb Stat to toke every step to rescue 
their brethren 
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sortunity to renew to His Excellency 
"or the assurences of his highest con 
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Sir Roneld Ien Cempbell, K.U.m.u,, 
Hie Britannic Majesty's Ambessedor, 
The british Hmoassy, 
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CYPHER /OTP DEPARTMGNTAL NO. 2, 


FRO FORHIGH OFFIC TO CALNO 


No, 119, 
D: 8,55 a m.loth January,194/7, 
15th January, 1947. 


Repeated to: Bagdad No. 40, 
Beirut No. 21, 
Damascus No. 13, 
Amman No, 14, 
Jedda No. 1/, 


Oe 


Jerusalem, 


.Jerusalen only] Please pass to .mman as my telegrai No.14. 


| Your despstch No. 7 .of January 4th: note from Arab 
League suggestin: the arming of srab villages in Palestine], 


7 Please return simple acknowledgement to this note, 
It is not proposed to send any further reply. 
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Also present were :; 

The Colonial Secretary, 
The Minister of State and 
Mr. Cranley. 


4. Terrorism in Palestine. 


“he Hich Commis:ioner said that ther 
had been no terrorist action by Hagana or 
Palmach since the raid of June 29th. ‘The 
only bodies now operative were the 1.2L. 
and the Stern Gang, and their activities 
were for the most part confined tc Tel Aviv 
and its two satellite towns, Ramat Gan and 
Petah Tiqva, and to ilaifa and Jerusalem. 
The did not operate to any great extent in 
the rural areas. He therefore differed 
from the C.1.G.S. as to the measures which 
should be taken agsinst tenorist activity 
in its pres-nt form. He did not think there 

was much trat the militapy could do . What 
was necessary was to improve the police 

force (this was being done), to increase 
confidence between the police and the civilian®™ 
population, and thus to induce the latter 

to provide sore information. The only thing 
that would finally put an end to terrorism 

was a definitive political settlement. 


In answer to guestions by the Secretary 
of State, the High Commissioner said that 
there “as no evidence cf Soviet influence 
in the Jewish terrorist groups. 


2. Long-term policy. 


The Secretary of State outlined the - 
suggestion that provincial sutonomy should be gf 
put into effect as an interim arrangement 
designed to lead to partition within a Preason- 
ably short period. He would like to Sam, 
in introducing a system of provincial 
autonony, that the provinces woulda hive a 
right tof after some such period as 

five years. It was important/ that, even 
in the period of provincial autonony;, Arabs 

and Zews should be responsible for maintain- 
ing law and order in thelr respective areas, 


The Wigh Commissi-ner said he would have 
preferred proposals which did not involve a 
period of transition. Finality in his view 
was all important. 


he Secretary of State explained the 
adiffifulty which would arise in the United 
Nations if H.M.G. put forward prgposals for 
immediate partition. If however?tonclusion 
was reached that partition should be but into 
effect immediately, we must try to induce the 


United States Government t= make the 


proposal/ 


ero 


Seca eee 


ia Boe 


*39 1440 QY0034 


JIT8Nd 3HL 4O NOISSIWH3d LNO 
-HLIM ATIWOTHdVEDSOLOHd G39NG OY d3d 


NOQNO?) 


391440 Quyoosy 9!178NMd 


aouasafay 


- HdVHYDOLOHd LHD IYAd090 


38 OL LON 


Minutes. 


proposal in the first instance; they would 
then be commited to support us in the 
United Nations. 


Two suggestions were then discussed 
for making partition more palatable to 
certain of the Arab states ; 
(a) that the port of Aqaba should be 
ceded to Ibn Saud, and that Abdulla 
should be asked to relinquish some 
territory in South Trans Jordan to 
Ibn Saud in return for the agrandis 
ment of his Eingdom by t':e inforporation 
in it of parts of Palest' ne 5; and 
the cession to Syria of the north- 
eastern corner of Palestine inecludi go Oe 
Huleh Basin, t!.e Jews being compensated 
for tne loss of Hul@ by the incor- 
poration in tneir area of parts of 
western Galilfee. 
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3. Jewish participation in the London 
discussionse 


The Colonial Secretary reported on his 
conversation with Mr. Ben/Geedtew. There was 
virtually no prospect that the Jewish Agency 

would agree to participat@érwa-inthe f-rthcoming 
conference. But they had assured him that 

they were ready to enter unconditionally 

into discussions with H....G. before, during 

or after the conference. 


aouarafay 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


The Secretary of State. said that the 

essential thing was to open discussions with 

the Jews. It was of no consequence whether 

these discussions took place within the # 
beame work of tie conference cr on some other 
footing . He asked the Colonial Secretary to 

make sure that tne Jewish Agency Dclegat:on 

was available in London at the time of 

the conference. 


eg 
end. 


zy 


a 


_ on 


4. The Mufti of Jerusalen | 


‘3014450 QY0034 


J178Nd JHL JO NOISSIWY3d LNO 


—HLIM ATIWOIHdVESOLOHd 039NdD OY d3d 


ry 


epee 


ae 4 
bss 
fc 


Z. 
Lil 
La 
rE 
© 
S 
Lil 
m 
O 
‘a 
O 
< 
an 
= 
O 
Z 


The High Commissiouer raised the questio 


of the wresent activities of the tufti 
Herusalem. 


NOGNO?) 


The Secretary of State asked for a paper 
summarising the recent information on t is 
subject, and undertook to consider the possi- 
bility of making further represantations 
to the Hgyptian Government. 


398 OL LON - HdVYDOLOHd LHD IYAdOD 


1B ex ¢ 


Sth January, 1967 


———— 
F345) 


: 


PALESTINE = 
Kegisity iC 7 Le sag] ( Corrustion, Yo 4 cd fas fare ° 
umber 4) rs oe oe ~ 
FROM / / | £ (t/ ye £6 Von AL. 
A alone ‘ £% Vile 


No. Na | Puig tit ole wing fslede 


pated (Of boon [ony dir Myr A jae Ly de , ; 
ried M ~ ‘A " 1 ALS £ CPALL Wa / yy My 7 4 Foy 
Reel PT (quy| unlge mt rf prent p “ obey te) A 


(Minutes.) 


391440 GY003Y 9178Nd 


Last Paper. 


f3G%) 13. 


References. i? 


-;a0uaLa fay 


(Print.) 


(How disposed of.) 


‘391440 GHO03a 


D118Nd JHL JO NOISSIWYSd LNO 
-HLIM ATIWOIHdVEDOLOHd O390NGON d3d 


NOGNO? 
3a OL LON - HdVYDOLOHd LHD IYAdOD 


(Action 
completed.) 


Fly Mf 


Wext Paper. 


f 6 + | 32003 F.0.P 


, 


COPYRIGHT PHOTOGRAPH NOT TO BE 


REPRODUCED PHOTOGRAPHICALLY WI TH- 
OUT PERMISSION OF THE PUBLIC 
RECORD OFFICE, LONDON 


OUTWARD TELEGRAM 


1 


TO PALESTINE (C.A.G.) 


-” . 


FROM S. OF S.. COLONIES. 


ERB OS 1 RCT ABIES 


Sent 4th January, 1947. 


3914430 Qy0054 9178NMd 


IMPORTANT | 
No.26 Secret, 


Following are outstending features of my discussion 
(A Ben Gurion on 2nd January.” 
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, de He made it elear that in 6xluting circumstances 
Congress would not agree to re 
Conference, but they wanted re 


Ae Ge - A change in present conditions was a chenge either 


» immigration) of in HoM.G.°s policy es regards a 


presentation at the Palestine - 
clorocal co-operation from 


in practice (a.g 
finsl Bolution, 


Pa His Committee however, was avallable for discussion 
or consultation with H.M-G. at any time ~ before, during or 7 
atter the Palestine Gonfersnce and without conditions. The Basle 
resolution did not bar 6xploratory diseussions at any time. 


» He was confident that American Zionists would follow 
any definite lead whieh Yishuv gave in regard to a solution. 


' They wanted a solution which would accspt that (a) every. dew 
who needed to go to the National Home could E99, (b) Jews would 
be able to cultivate the Pelestins soil not ectually cultivetad 


by the arabs and (c) they Should shape their own life as fresly 
as any other free people. | 
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4. He dgnouced terrorism and say thé grave consequences 
which flowed from it, though es to illegal immigration that 
was another matter. I made it clear that Government must take a 
Steru line in respect to the continued lawlesanese and disorders. 
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LIGHT. 

My telegram No. paragraph 
Jerusalem. 

The following is substance of Silver's speech 
of January 6th as published by Jewish Telegraph Agency. 

2, He appealed "to all patriotic Jews in 
Palestine regardless of their affiliation to refrain 
from those acts of desperation which are endangering 
our political situation both in Palestine and else- 
where", Calling for a truce he said that an earmest 


and determined effort perhaps the final one must be 


made in the next few weeks or months to discover whether 


a just and peaceful solution can be found and every 
opportunity must be given to ensure the success of such 
an effort. He appealed to Palestine Jews to submit 
to national discipline and not to do anything which 
might endanger the Zionist political position. 

The Basle Congress resolved to resist unceasingly 


and with the utmost vigour the violation of the rights 


of the Jewish people" However it condemned 
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: ee a murder and the shedding of innocent blood and 
: he called upon members of dissident organisations 
to desist and to submit to national discipline. 
: He is also reported to have said that should the 
: eS new executive fail in its attempt to come to a 
. - Bea | peaceful and just solution in the ext few months "you 
will find all Jews united to resist to the bitter end". 
| 3%, Silver is also reported to have appealed 
on January Sth against the introduction of further 
military measures in Palestine. He is quoted as 
7 saying "no just and sound solution to the Palestine 
| oe | problem can be achieved by taking the path of reprisal. 
| oe Modern public opinion Jewish and Christian alike will 
not condone military oppression in the Holy Land and 
| the subjection of the entire population to the tyramy re 
of martial law". a58° 
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_ ee oa ear Congressman Buffett, 
. : ee fhank you for your letter of December 2th = 
. ae . fe sae SEN: : » + . : ® . ay) 
ee ee ee in whieh you ase Tor the gext of the Prine Hinteterts reply g 
>) 
o 
to the President's message regarding Palestine of Oetober éth. 7 
° As IT ancerstend it, the Pregifdent's desire 
ee ee : inform ¥reAttiee befor — 
; | | ; 
J ‘4aleterts saklag « public statement of the views of His A 
Mateaty! fevarnvent in reply and the remares which he 
meme 
ed to the President vere of an entirely confidential en 2 z 
aU a 
omon 
. a) 
gorry therefore to he unable toe comply with oozes 
| your request. mOzS 
+~° 
room 
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~ . . BPO eh BABI fhe ‘ ee o4S 8 
. ee Yours sincerely, 2m=z 
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IVERCHAPEL a 
= oO 
40 
+ m 
@ye Honourable Hoxard Buffett, Hele, 
Cee ee United States Houge 
_ ee ae ee of Representatives, 
. Yasnington ple Ce 
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